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lately seen a copy of a historical official document,
issued by the Abbaside Caliph, Al-Muktafi, in 1138
A.D. to the Nestorian Patriarch Abdichou which
throws light on this policy. By this document the
Caliph granted his Christian subjects every kind of
religious liberty. Commenting on this discovery Dr.
Mingana, Curate of the Reynolds Library, who dis-
covered this document, says : 4* We always felt the
need of a document to throw light on the relations
prevailing between official Islam and official Chris-
tianity in an age in which Islam had the right of life
and death on millions of Christian subjects. Indivi-
dual Christians may have suffered from the tyranny
of individual Muslims, or a Christian society may
have suffered from the fanaticism of a local ruler or
faqih (theologian). Likewise some Caliphs, as Al-
Mutawakkil, had persecuted Christians in a horrible
manner. But such acts should be considered contrary
to law and their perpetrators acting against the law.
As for the official conduct of Islam, in this respect, it
is evident from this document, which undoubtedly
proves, that organized tyranny was not the official
policy of Islam." Dr. Mingana further says : " This
document was issued by the Chancellory of an Abba-
side Caliph, but is it possible that the King of England
or the Queen of Holland or the President of the
French Republic is more tolerant with his Muslim
subjects ? The Koran was not the cause of the acts of
oppression committed against the Christians as the
Gospel was not the inspiring motive of those barbaric
acts of the inquisition/18
It is evident from the above that diplomacy in
Muslim states was not much different from what it
was in the Christian states in the Middle Ages with
regard to its organization and traditions. This is due
to the fact that State institutions and their political
traditions in those ages were similar, from various
points of view, in East and